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3. INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A. Background Information 

The Interstate 90 (I-90) corridor from Exit 61 to Exit 67 is anticipated to be in need of surfacing 
improvements within the next eight to 10 years. Long range traffic projections along the corridor 
suggest the possible need to expand I-90 from four to six lanes. In addition, the partial 
interchange at Exit 63 does not meet FHWA policy on Interstate access and the location and the 
configuration of Exit 63 may not serve the transportation needs of the community. It is likely that 
the near-term need to rehabilitate the pavement along I-90 will likely occur before funding is 
available for a new interchange at Exit 63. Therefore, it is important to consider the long term 
transportation needs of the study area to ensure that any major pavement rehabilitation or 
reconstruction effort can accommodate future I-90 traffic volumes and any future improvement 
or the relocation of the Exit 63 interchange.  
 
The Exit 61 to 67 Corridor Study will generate a purpose and need for the project that will 
enhance the economic and social well-being of corridor users while developing a solution that 
can accommodate future traffic conditions along this section of the I-90 corridor. This document 
provides the Methods and Assumptions by which the Corridor Study will be conducted. 
 
B. Location and Affected Facilities 

Interstate 90 from Exit 61 to Exit 67 extends from the eastern edge of Rapid City through most 
of the City of Box Elder. The affected facilities include interchanges at Exit 61 (Elk Vale Road), 
Exit 63 (County Highway 1416) and Exit 67 (Liberty Boulevard). In addition to these 
interchanges, affected roadway facilities include Elk Vale Road, County Highway 1416, 
Westgate Road, Radar Hill Road, Commercial Gate Road, Ellsworth Road, Liberty Boulevard 
and the I-90 service roads. 
 
C. Need for Study 

The Corridor Study is needed to evaluate alternatives for the I-90 corridor, including how to 
replace or reconfigure Exit 63. This study needs to be completed prior to any significant 
pavement rehabilitation or reconstruction effort along the corridor. 
 
D. Study Schedule 

The project will officially begin with a kickoff meeting with the Study Advisory Team in May, 
2016. The anticipated project schedule, provided below, assumes this initiation date and details 
key activities and events needed to complete the Corridor Study. Key events include: 

 Public meeting and landowner meetings conducted in July and October 2016 as well as 
February 2017. 

 Study Advisory Team meetings held in May, June, September, October, and December 
of 2016 and January and March of 2017. 

 Brainstorming session in August 2016.  

It is anticipated that a draft Corridor Study will be completed by February 2017 with the final 
report by late March 2017. Figure 1 presents the study schedule. 


































